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State of Indiana, 
Office of State Librarian. 

Hon. J. Frank Hanly, Governor of Indiana: 

Sir — I have the honor to submit herewith a report upon the 
condition 'and needs of the State Library, and a financial state- 
ment exhibiting the receipts and expenditures for the fiscal years 
ending October 31, 1905, and October 31, 1906, respectively. 

Very respectfully, 

DEMAKCHUS 0. BROWN, 

State Librarian, 
November 1, 1906. 
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OF THE 



Librarian of the Indiana State Library 

From November 1, 1904, to September 1, 1906. 



In justice to himself as well as to the Library, the present libra- 
rian desires to report the activities and lines of progress of the 
State Library from the beginning of the present biennium to the 
close of his administration, September 1, 1906, two months before 
the end of the biennium. 

This report will not be complete in at least two respects: the 
activities of the Library to November 1, 1906, belong to this re- 
port and must be later included as a supplement to this. The 
present incumbent can not make either suggestions for the future 
policies of the Library, nor can he advise as to its future needs 
to be supplied by ^fche next General Assembly. 

As the last General Assembly dealt more generously with the 
State Library than any former Assembly, we have more to report 
as accomplished in this than in any former similar period. The 
lines of activity have been more numerous than formerly and 
much more than usual has been accomplished in the old lines. 

CATALOGUING DEPAKTMENT. 

Jennie Scott, Catalogue Librarian. 

ACCESSIONS. 

Within the period covered by this partial report the accessions 
have numbered 5,117, which is 1,178 volumes more than were 
accessioned in a corresponding period of the preceding biennium. 

• 
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CATALOGUING. 



The accessions above indicated have all been catalogued and 
the cards inserted in the card catalogue, so that all books added 
are now accessible through the catalogue. 

REOATALOGUING. 

A more adequate conception of the work done in the cata- 
loguing department may be formed when we estimate the recata- 
loguing that has been done in addition to that implied by the ac- 
cession list. 

Besides the accessions that have been classified and catalogued, 
4,685 titles have been reclassified and recatalogued, making in all 
more than 9,000 volumes added to our catalogue, and the numbers 
given do not include unbound pamphlets, a very large number of 
which have been classified and catalogued. 

All books and pamphlets are now under one classification and 
organization, and all cards are now in the dictionary card cata- 
logue, from which any one may find any author, title or subject 
as readily as he could find a name in a directory or a word in the 
dictionary or a subject in an encyclopedia. 

This^ however, does not mean that all the cataloguing has been 
done that is desirable or really necessary in a library of this na- 
ture. In every reference library there is an almost unlimited 
scope for analytical work which we have done only to a limited 
degree and which must yet be done. Frequently a book contains 
many valuable subjects that can never be set forth by a general 
subject card. So, to make the book of largest service, each dis- 
tinct topic treated, imless its location be readily inferred by the 
general subject or title, must be indicated by a card as fully as 
though it were a book. This is especially true of all public docu- 
ments both from the several states and the 'national government, 
and these documents are of the greatest value when adequately 
catalogued. 

A still more exact comprehension of this department can be ob- 
tained from the number of cards written and inserted in the cata- 
logue within the period covered by this report. Not only the 
labor performed, but the amount of information rendered avail- 
able by these additions to the catalogue can be best estimated 



when we realize that more than 40,000 cards have been added 
within the 22 months covered by this report. This number, of 
course, does not include the shelf- list which is merely a record 
rather than a guide, but which nevertheless required much work. 

PRINTED CATALOGUE. 

When the State Library became a lending library for refer- 
ence materiala it seemed almost necessary that borrowing centers, 
public libraries, clubs, etc., over the State should be furnished 
with a printed catalogue of what the Library contained. Be- 
cause the recataloguing of a large portion of the Library was not 
done at the time we began lending, it was necessary to print 
what we had and from time to time add supplements. Accord- 
ingly we published in 1904 a catalogue of 523 pages double col- 
umn and containing in all probably thirteen thousand entries. 
In 1905 we published the first supplement of 1Y8 pages contain- 
ing over four thousand entries, and at present we have a second 
supplement in manuscript ready to go to the printer. 

The catalogues so far printed are not mere book lists, they are 
catalogues in such detail that the borrowers over the State may 
have as adequate a guide as they could have if they had access to 
the card catalogue. 

What has been so often repeated, that a printed catalogue is 
out of date as soon as printed, is certainly wholly true, but it is 
no truer of a catalogue than it is of any other book or any other 
piece of work done. 

The work in the catalogue department has been diflBcult be- 
cause of so many threads to be kept in hand and a constantly 
changing force of assistants, and it must be said with great credit 
to Miss Scott and her assistants that the work has been both effi- 
ciently and expeditiously done. 
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EEFEEENCE AND LOAN DEPARTMENT. 

Jennie Elrod, Reference Libbabian. 

I 

While with a larger working force or in a public library these 
would be considered separate and independent departments, it is 
altogether desirable in this library that they be one department. 

The State Library is not in the ordinary sense a lending libra- 
ry, but rather a reference library which lends reference ma- 
terials, so that always preceding a loan there is all the process of 
reference work in finding what we have that will best serve the 
non-resident user. Usually reference work has consisted merely 
in helping persons who are working in the Library to find what 
they desire, but since we may lend reference materials the assist- 
ance to workers in the Library is probably less than half the entire 
reference work done here. Almost every mail brings inquiries 
for citations to valuable treatments of some question of general 
interest, asking for the loan of books or magazines to local clubs, 
debating societies or schools. 

Our law permits us to lend books to any citizen of the State, 
the borrower paying transportation. Our rule is to lend to the 
individual through his local library if he has access to a library ; 
if not, we lend through his club; if he has access to neither a 
library nor a club, we lend immediately to the individual. We 
make every effort to satisfy each inquirer from -the present con- 
tents of the Library, if possible ; if, however, we find the request 
within the scope of our purchases and not within our possessions, 
we buy what is called for. In so far the demands of the people 
become the guides in building up the Library and so far they 
have proved a very satisfactory aid. 

Since magazines contain so much of value to patrons of the 
library, and we are unable to lend bound volumes of magazines, 
we have recently selected from our clearing house for magazines 
more than two thousand single numbers and had them bound for 
lending purposes, which gives us a duplicate set of the most val- 
uable periodicals, so we may serve the one who comes to the Libra- 
ry and at the same time lend very generously. 

Our aim in lending through the local library where possible is 
not to put difficulties in the way of the borrower, but to lead the 
people of each community to make their own library the intellec- 
tual center and the agent of all intellectual forces. 
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THE LIBKAKY AND THE CLUB. 

For many years the Library has been collecting and filing all 
the club programs it could obtain, and these are proving of great 
value historically, but for the present they have a special value as 
guides to present clubs when it is desired to know what lines have 
been followed. 

We have recently been enabled to try an experiment with a 
few of the clubs of the State in lines we have felt for some time 
would be of great aid to them. 

Every librarian who has had the duty placed upon her to select 
aids for clubs in the way of books or magazine articles upon cer- 
tain topics has found at the last moment that there was nothing 
in print upon many of the topics. We believe if we could have 
access to the programs before they were printed we might ascer- 
tain what topics have and what have not been treated and enable 
the committees to so modify the programs as to let nothing ap- 
pear on them in print upon which no treatment could be found, 
and also cite in advance what could be had and where it could be 
found. 

We have just recently been given the opportunity to aid three 
clubs of the State on their respective programs for 1906-7, and 
so far the clubs themselves seem greatly pleased with the results. 
They now know even before the opening of the club year just 
what resources they may have at their command for the prepara- 
tion of their papers. It seems to be the most decided step yet 
taken by clubs in systematizing their work in a business-like 
manner, which must produce not only much greater satisfaction 
to the members, but much better educational results. 



SOME STATISTICS. 

We have been very busy in the reference department, and have 
not allowed statistics to interfere with business. Our records 
show in an average month that we made loans to 49 towns in 36 
of the 92 counties of the State, and in the four months beginning 
January 1, 1906, and ending April 1, we loaned to 90" towns in 
54 counties and to each of many of these towns two or more loans 
within that time. \ 
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This department, under the direction of Miss Jennie Elrod, 
has been conducted in a very efficient manner^ with exceedingly 
satisfactory results, 



A LEGISLATIVE KEFERENOE DEPARTMENT. 
Clarence B. Lester, Legislative Reberenoe Librarian. 

By action of the Library Board, at its meeting of March 21, 
1906, a Legislative Reference Department has been provided for 
as a department of the State Library and went into operation on 
August 1st of this year. The general duty of this department is 
to secure, digest and tabulate official and scientific data from 
other states and foreign countries as an aid to official betterment 
in Indiana. The special duty of this department from its in- 
auguration to the close of the next session of the General Assem- 
bly will be to secure and organize such data as shall be of especial 
service to the members of the Legislature in the way of better 
planned and more carefully digested legislation. 

At present only New York, Wisconsin and California have 
such departments, but this year the work will be started also in 
Washington, Nebraska and in a municipal bureau in Baltimore. 
The Indiana State Library enjoys peculiar advantages in starting 
this new phase of work, It has already an excellent collection 
of material, now so arranged as to be most readily available. It 
represents a depositing and collecting center, particularly for doc- 
uments and reports, where whatever is of value can be most 
quickly and effectively assembled. And its situation in the Capi- 
tol is of course essential for real usefulness. 

This work of legislative reference is the outgrowth of the ever- 
increasing complexity of modern legislative problems. Every 
Legislature finds itself face to face with insistent questions of 
great difficulty. In their settlement much needed help could be 
obtained from the experience of other states and other countries 
and from the critical analysis by thoughtful writers, by econo- 
mists, lawyers and administrators. 

The best method of improving the product — ^legislation — is to 
help perfect the process. We must help the legislators by get- 
ting for tjiein what they want and what they need, arranged in 
the most Seftible: fhrAi.: 
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Such an act will be but mere business, for which the State 
pays. This department must secure copies of laws from many other 
states and from foreign governments ; these must be caref uly di- 
gested and condensed and placed in such position as to be readily 
compared, that the best may be obtained from all. All court de- 
cisions must be treated in a similar manner where a given law 
has been adjudicated by any court whose records are published. 

Following these steps a more difficult task will be to find from 
various executives and others how the laws have been adminis- 
tered and their relatively weak and strong points as proved by 
actual experience. These steps will involve a generous use of 
books,, magazines, newspaper clippings, personal letters from 
specific authorities on various subjects. Such material is scrappy 
and must be classified and catalogued that it may be available on 
call. It must be compact and easily handled. All this work 
must be done speedily and accurately, and can be done only by 
an expert. 

This help must be official and confidential. The source of as- 
sistance must be a department of the State government that does 
not desire to and can not afford to put out alleged information 
which may be found to be untrue. The one possible source is 
the State Library, and from the State Library under the new 
department any member may secure reliable information upon 
any subject of legislation. If such information is not on hand it 
will be obtained from reliable sources in the most expeditious 
manner. 

Mr. Clarence B. Lester, who has charge of the legislative refer- 
ence work, is thoroughly trained in the best universities in the 
elements of legislation, such as economics, constitutional law and 
the social sciences, and has already had the actual experience of 
one session of a state legislature in such work. He is familiar 
with what, has been done and what is being done in all State legis- 
lation, and is thoroughly posted in all modem methods of collect- 
ing and handling information on legislative topics. 

We shall be glad to have any member call at the Library at any 
time and become acquainted with the plans and purpose of the 
Legislative Reference Department. The State Library was cre- 
ated wich the intention of giving such intelligent assistance to the 
State officials as would enable them to act in the light of as much 
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experience as was possible to bring to their aid. In a very lim- 
ited degree this duty has been performed by the Library from the 
beginning, but until the present time this work has not been done 
with any degree of efficiency worth noting. Two conditions have 
prevailed which have, made it impossible to realize what was 
clearly seen to be needed. Until now the material of the Library 
has not been easily accessible and the working force was not suffi- 
cient to make it so. During legislative sessions our working 
force has not been sufficient to give the constant and helpful as- 
sistance that legislators needed to increase the efficiency of their 
work. The generosity of the last General Assembly enabled us 
to put our material in good condition and enables us now to em- 
ploy expert assistance, so that every desire of each member for 
information and records of experience may be satisfied, and each 
bill may be drawn and supported or opposed in the light of the 
experience of all other states in similar matters. Such assistance 
will be of service not only to legislators, but to the Governor and 
other officials. 



THE DEPAKTMENT OF INDIANA AKOHIVES. 

Harlow Lindley, ARCinvES Librarian. 

• In the March meeting the. Library Board appointed Professor 
Harlow Lindley, of Earlham College, to begin the organization 
of Indiana archives as a department of the State Library. 

Mr. Lindley is a strong young man, not only a scholar in his- 
tory, but has been well trained under some of the ablest his- 
torians in the country, and has had a valuable and rather ex- 
, tended experience in handling original sources of history in some 
of the best historical libraries in the country. He hag just re- 
cently completed an extended tour of the large eastern libraries 
examining their work in this line. As the work progresses it 
will more and more clearly define its own scope, but from the 
first the following lines suggest themselves: 

To collect manuscript materials, official and non-official, that 
bear upon any phase of the history of the State. This work will 
consist of discovering and organizing all documents of historical 
value that are now held by the various State offices and which are 
of no value to the department in its current work. Such docu- 
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ments should be collected and deposited in the State Library, but 
if for any reason they may not be brought from their present 
locations, the State Library should contain at least an index 
record of what they are and where they may be found by investi- 
gators, and if possible, some note as to peculiar value and trust- 
worthiness. 

This branch of the work will also include the discovery of 
documentary material such as old letters, etc., still among the 
people, and to collect these if possible, and if they can not be se- 
cured by the State, then such an index record should be found in 
the Library as will indicate their nature, location and value. 

The second phase of the work following the discovery, collect- 
ing and organizing will be the arranging, binding and very fully 
indexing and cataloguing the material collected.' This work is 
easily outlined as a policy, but will be very diflScult and exacting 
in the process. 

The additional kindred line that should be carried with the two 
above outlined is the making for this library such an index record 
as may be valuable to indicate what historical material especially 
bearing upon our State is already collected and held by other 
libraries, arid which we can not hope to secure. For example, 
the Congressional Library and the Wisconsin Historical Society 
Library, as well as many others, possess much material which in 
a way belongs to Indiana, but which we can never obtain. We 
must, however, possess a record of what it is and where it may be 
found when wanted. 

While this synopsis gives a brief general statement of the work 
planned for the new division, it must not be understood from this 
that the State Library has done little or nothing to collect and or- 
ganize the materials of our State's history. Quite the contrary is 
true. We have for many years, through several administrations, 
sustained what we call an Indiana Section, to which we have 
added as rapidly as discovered, and consistent with very meager 
funds, all printed material that throws light on ^?idiana history, 
and our collection of printed matter is doubtless the best to be 
found anywhere in the country. We have, however, not yet been 
able to make any thoroughly organized systematic effort in the 
line of the manuscript and widely scattered materials. 

The next Legislature will need to provide a small traveling 
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expense fund to enable much of this work to be done. Without 
such a fund the most important part of the work of this division 
must fail. 

Mr. Lindley comes to his work in November and will bring 
with him not only a wide scholarship in these lines, but he has 
also had excellent and successful experience as a librarian. He 
will therefore be able to look at his subject not only from the 
viewpoint of a scholar and. an investigator, but that of a librarian 
as well. 

A LIBRARY UNIVERSITY. 

The theory of the present Librarian has been steadfastly held 
to that the Library is purely an educational institution, indeed 
quite as much so as any of those commonly recognized as the edu- 
cational institutions of the State, but not in precisely the same 
way. In no sense a teaching institution, a library like this is in a 
very positive sense an investigating institution, hence nearer the 
university than a college — a place where any one within the limits 
of his own capacity may investigate any problem that presents 
itself to him. 

While the end sought was the university idea, it is just begin- 
ning to be realized as planned. It has been so long delayed in the 
development because of a lack of funds to finish up the more 
formal and clerical work of organization in order to put the library 
in a condition in which the student might work to advantage in 
most economically securing his information. 

The four departments now planned and organized are such as 
demand scholarship and special scholarly fitness for each position. 
Two of these departments, cataloguing and general reference, were 
planned from the beginning of the administration as they were 
necessary from the first, the third just organized and the fourth to 
go into effect November 1, 1906. 

The work of the Library, which is largely clerical, is nearly com- 
pleted, so that there will be a smaller proportion of that kind of 
work relatively, yet there will probably never be less than now, for 
as the old work is completed the income of books, etc., will in- 
crease as the Library increases both in scope and volimie, so that 
this element will continue, but the scholarly phase will grow rap- 
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idly and new departments be created. It will gradually pass from 
the clerk to the scholar. 

The staff in the large reference library will more and more par- 
take of the nature of the university faculty of leaders in investiga- 
tion and the bibliographers of investigators, and the head librarian 
will become the solver of library problems, not the doer of library 
work. The college president is not expected now to solve prob- 
lems in mathematics but in college administration. 



EXTENSION OF SCOPE. 

When the present administration took charge of the Library it 
was voted to purchase only in the lines of history, economics and 
sociology. This vote was based upon the fact that we had very 
little money, too small an amount to justify us in spreading it over 
the entire field of knowledge, and upon the theory that these lines 
were more closely allied with the State as such.. As our funds are 
increasing and the demands upon the Library are more varied, it 
was recently voted that in the future our purchases should include 
the great standard authoritative reference works in science and lit- 
erature. These were selected as the first directions of expansion 
from the fact that calls upon the library are at present much more 
numerous in these lines than in others. 



APPKENTICE HELP. 

Because we have usually been short on help and long on work to 
be done, we devised a scheme about three years ago by which we 
could secure competent though temporary help from capable people 
who desired to prepare themselves for library work and who de- 
sired actual experience in a library before entering a library 
school. 

We have never had an apprentice class following fixed program 
of study and practice, as is done in many of the large city libra- 
ries, yet there has been no time in the past three years in which we 
have not had from one to three persons doing valuable service for 
the library, and at the same time accumulating valuable ex- 
perience. 
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Our plan has been usually to accept the services of well edu- 
cated persons who could give several months' service in exchange 
for such teaching and experience as our facilities enabled us to 
give. After several months of service with no financial compensa- 
tion these persons have been given small remuneration in money 
ranging from ten to thirty dollars per month. Some have stayed 
for many months before entering formal training, and in such 
cases upon special lines the salary has been correspondingly in- 
creased. It has never, however, been the intention of this plan to 
prepare persons for library positions, but rather merely to prepare 
for formal training in a library school. 

In the beginning of this plan we insisted on at least high school 
graduation as a condition, but soon found it desirable to demand 
college graduation as a condition. Experience has fully demon- 
strated the wisdom of the higher requirement, and so far we have 
have had quite an ample supply of persons who could easily and 
gladly meet the higher demands. Among the persons of college 
training who have worked in this way, we have had one graduate 
of DePauw University, one graduate of Franklin College, four 
graduates of Indiana University, one graduate of Earlham Col- 
lege, and one graduate of Wellesley College. 

ISTellie Fatout, now of the Brooklyn Public Library; May 
Springer, for some time in the Alma College Library, Alma, 
Michigan (since married) ; Carrie Scott, now in the Carnegie 
Library, Pittsburg, Pa. ; Jennie Scott, now head of the catalogue 
department in the Indiana State Library; Chalmers Hadley, or- 
ganizer-elect, Indiana Public Library Commission, have all taken 
training after service here, and entered the profession in good posi- 
tions. May Hurst and Koxana Johnson are both about to enter 
library schools and will doubtless fill excellent places when fully 
prepared. 

Our experience fully warrants the statement that the State 
Library has greatly profited by the services of these young people, 
and each person has greatly profited by the opportunities offered — 
an exchange in which both parties became the richer. 
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BOOKS FOE THE BLIND. 

By action of the State Library Board the Librarian was directed 
to add to the Library, books in embossed type for the blind. This 
addition does not make any provision for the blind not already 
made for the seeing, and it will be difficult to explain why the 
most unfortunate and dependent class of readers in the State 
should have had withheld from them so long equal privileges with 
the more fortunate and less dependent. This action places the 
blind upon the same footing as the seeing in respect to library 
facilities. 

The State Library is under more than ordinary obligations to do 
this because the embossed books are exceedingly expensive, so ex- 
pensive, indeed, that families in moderate circumstances can not 
afford to own them, and local public libraries can not afford to own 
many such books, as there are so few blind patrons of any one pub- 
lic library. The State Library can afford to own embossed books, 
not because of larger funds to be expended, but because all the 
blind readers of the State may become its patrons. While the per 
capita expense for the local library would be very great, the per 
capita expense for the State Library in supplying this demand is 
quite small. It is merely economic that the State should do this — 
it is not charity. 

The books are in the lines of history, biography and general lit- 
erature, not essentially different in scope or character from the 
books for the seeing. The demand and the available supply are 
safe guides, as only the best books are printed in embossed type. 

These books are loaned to the blind on the same terms as books 
are now loaned to other citizens of the State, with one important 
exception which greatly benefits the borrowers. By order No. 541 
of the Postmaster General, June 2, 1904, books in embossed type 
for the use of the blind are carried through the mails free of 
charge, so no expense for transportation is entailed either upon the 
Librarv or the borrower. 

We now have about three hundred titles in embossed type which 
makes a representative collection, and if a few are added each year 
the collection may soon be adequate. There has been nothing more 
gratifying than the enthusiasm of the blind people over the estab- 
lishment of a library to which they should have free access. In 
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their enthusiasm they offered to donate to the State su(5h volumes 
as they had, and of the three hundred volumes about two hundred 
and ten were given by the blind people to the State. 

We began lending on October 1, 1905, and for the eleven months 
have loaned an average of thirty-five volumes per month. This 
seems satisfactory considering all the conditions. There may be 
some blind persons who do not know of the library, although we 
have tried to reach all. Some are timid by lack of experience in 
attempting to borrow, yet we have made bur plans as simple as 
possible. Many are dependent upon families who do not under- 
stand how to secure books. 

One of the serious defects in the education of the blind, and the 
one most difficult from the library point of view, is that the blind 
are. being taught to read four distinct alphabets. While a few per- 
sons can read two or more systems, most of them can not read read- 
ily more than one type. This means that in selecting the books for 
a library many books must be bought in duplicate. One may 
want to read ^'Ben-Hur" in the New York Point, another may be 
able to read it in the American Braile, or the American Line. It 
means duplication of the same book or that each reader shall be 
able to read but a small portion of the books in the library. It is 
greatly to be desired that the schools will soon settle upon one style 
of type and all persons may be taught the one alphabet. 

NEWSPAPER INDEX. 

The indexing of the larger Indianapolis newspapers dates from 
January 1, 1898. The subjects covered by this index is, broadly 
speaking, the history of the State chiefly. We have ini^luded also 
many items of interest to the entire country, and sometimes such ' 
matters of international or world interest as is likely to be wanted 
by students in the future. 

It has been intended from the first that this work should be con- 
tinued, and while now the index covers only eight years, it has be- 
come one of the most useful activities of the Library. The Libra- 
rian has from the first looked forward to a time when the funds 
might be sufficient to secure such help as would be needed to index 
at least one prominent paper back to the territorial period. 

Some Indianapolis paper should be indexed back as far as we 
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possess the files, for example, the Journal or Sentinel, or better, 
both. The Western Sun should by all means be indexed from its 
beginning in July, 1807, to 1843, this being the close of the file as 
we possess it. Some other paper or papers should be indexed cov- 
ering the period bridging across from the one to the other, for ex- 
ample, the Madison Courier, which we hold as a deposit. 

In short, it has been hoped that we should soon possess a news- 
paper index from July, 1807, to date, which would set forth in an 
available manner almost a connected story of the progress of our 
State from the beginning. 

• THE BULLETIN. 

The State Library has needed a medium of communication since 
it began to serve the people of the State who could not come to the 
Library. These patrons needed to know what additions were being 
made to the resources of the Library without waiting a year or 
more until a supplement to the catalogue could be printed. The 
people could not be expected to become interested in the Library if 
they had no means of knowing what the Library is attempting to 
do and how much it is realizing. 

In April of 1905 I asked the Printing Board to permit the Li- 
brary to print about once a month a four-page bulletin which could 
be distributed free from the Library for the purposes above indi- 
cated. The Printing Board granted the request, and beginning in 
May of 1905 we have to date printed fifteen numbers, which have 
admirably served the purpose of keeping before the people of the 
State the work of the Library, and there is no doubt that much has 
in this way been accomplished for the Library and its patrons. 

THE CLEAKII^G HOUSE FOE MAGAZIKES. 

After a few years' effort and experience in making stray copies of 
magazines useful by taking them from where they were not wanted 
and placing them where they might be of service, we have the sat- 
isfaction of knowing that the experiment has been a great success 
and has amply repaid all effort and money expended. 

The success, however, might be greatly increased if all libraries, 
and esipecially the smaller ones, would co-operate in the matter, 
not for what they can give us, but for what we can give them. 
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Some librarians have in some respects misunderstood the pur- 
pose of the movement, and for that reason the motive may be re- 
stated. It is in no sense a question of bargain, although even the 
bargain side has been satisfactory, but it is essentially a co-opera- 
tive effort among the libraries of the State to render useful that 
which, because of its location, is useless — to place the idle books 
and magazines now in danger of destruction where they may be 
preserved and rendered of service to those who need them. 

If the local library can secure in this way material to complete 
even a single volume of a standard magazine, it is worth consider- 
able effort even ^s a bargain, but when a dozen or twenty volumes 
can be completed at almost no expense it is certainly a matter of 
great importance. 

The State Library has not obtained a great deal, yet quite 
enough to pay for the effort, if payment were desired, but best of 
all, it has placed in service thousands of numbers of magazines 
otherwise wholly useless, having in single instances sent as many as 
two hundred numbers to one library. 

In our exchanges we take no account of numbers in balancing 
accounts with co-operating libraries; we accept all they desire to 
send, what they can not. use, and we give all we have that are 
wanted by the co-operating library. We would as gladly give a 
hundred for ten as to reverse the numbers. 

The State Library has added some almost complete sets of the 
more popular magazines to its own collection from numbers sent in 
by co-operating libraries, and has also selected for binding, as men- 
tioned elsewhere in this report, more than two thousand single 
numbers to be used in the loan department. In these the Library 
finds much of its best lending material. 

We have recently received so large a number of the more popu- 
lar periodicals, such as Munsey, McClure, Cosmopolitan and Har- 
per's, that we may be forced soon to refuse some of these, since 
the supply is exceeding the demand and overcrowding our space, 
but we can not afford to wholly refuse these, for they supply a con- 
siderable demand both from our borrowers and from co-operating 
libraries. 

In this work, as in other lines, we have been too busy to compile 
statistics covering the entire period, but some conception of the ex- 
tent of the work that is being done in this way may be had from 
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the following figures. In the eight months from January 1 to 
August 31, 1906, we have sent to co-operating libraries one hun- 
dred and forty-two complete volumes ready for binding and more 
than fifteen hundred single munbers for completing volumes and 
sets. With this generosity, however, we have accumulated more 
rapidly than we have distributed, and are now better able to meet 
demands than at any former time. We have in stock ready upon 
call more than a thousand complete volumes and nearly four thou- 
sand single numbers. There are many small libraries yet that 
could be greatly assisted if they would co-operate in this work. 

GIFTS. • 

OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DESPATCHES OF GOVERNOR MORTON. 

Through the kindness and generosity of Mrs. Oliver P. Morton, 
the State Library has come into possession of letter copy-books and 
despatches of Governor Morton covering a portion of the Civil 
War period. These do not cover the entire war period, but in 
many respects the most interesting and vital portion, and will 
prove very valuable as authoritative materials upon Indiana's part 
in the Civil War. 

Mrs. Morton had it in mind for some time to turn over these 
documents to the State, but for various reasons the transfer had 
been delayed. She had fully appreciated the value of these papers 
and had kept them for some time in the vaults of the Indiana 
Trust Company. 

If all persons in the State having in their possession documents 
relating to the history of the State would follow Mrs. Morton's 
example, the State Library would soon contain a great wealth of 
valuable historical data. Old letters throwing any light upon the 
habits or conditions of life among the early settlers of any part of 
the State are valuable for historical purposes. Even private docu- 
ments will be longer preserved and better cared for in the State 
Library than if kept in private hands. Every person who con- 
tributes such materials to the State Library will be rendering the 
most valuable service to his own and future generations. 

It would be well for all our people if we could in some way pre- 
vent the destruction of any book, pamphlet or document without 
its first being referred to some one who knows whether or not it 
possesses historic value. 
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PICTURE OF THE ASSASSIN'S COUET. 

• The State Library has recently received as a gift from Mrs. 
John Cobum, of Indianapolis, a picture of the Assassin's Court. 
This was the court which tried the assassins of Abraham Lincoln, 
and was composed of the following members : D. Hunter, Major- 
General, TJ. S. V., president of the court; Hon. J. Holt, Judge- 
Advocate-General; H. L. Burnett, Brevet Colonel and Judge- 
Advocate; Hon. John A. Bingham, Assistant Judge- Advocate; 
August V. B^autz, Brigadier and Brevet Major-General, U. S. V. ; 
T. M. Harris, Brigadier-General, U. S. V.; James A. Ekin, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, TJ. S. V. ; Lew Wallace, Major-General, 
U. S. v.; A. B. Howe, Brigadier-General, U. S. V.; Charles H. 
Tompkins, Brevet Colonel, U. S. A. ; R. S. Foster, Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, U. S. V. ; D. R. Clendennin, Lieutenant-Colonel, Eighth Illi- 
nois Cavalry. 

THE STATE LIBRARY AS A DEPOSITORY. 

Since the last biennial report was issued the Library has become 
a depository for several valuable publications and documents which 
were not for sale and some of which the Sta:te Library could not 
have secured had they been for sale. 

The people of the State are just beginning to have such a degree 
of confidence in the management of the Library that they are will- 
ing to place here on deposit many things upon which they would 
not set a price in money. The librarian has done everything pos- 
sible to encourage such confidence and such practice, believing that 
such deposits are almost as valuable to the State as if the State 
actually owned them. There is much yet to be done in this line. 
Among the more valuable things that have come to us in this way 
may be mentioned the files of the Madison Courier.- At the Libra- 
rian's very urgent request, which was made more than two years 
ago, the owners of the Courier, after careful consideration, very 
generously made this deposit on July 26, 1905, under written con- 
tract entered into between the Courier Company and the State 
Library. The contract provides that the State shall shelve and 
care for the files as well as it does for its other books, and that the 
volumes may be withdrawn and returned to the owners or their as- 
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signs, without expense to them, at any future date, but if never 
called for the files become the property of the State. 

This gives the State Library a complete file of the Weekly 
Courier from December 14, 1839, to December 27, 1899, and a 
complete file of the Daily Courier from April 30, 1849, to Decern' 
ber 31, 1900, besides some miscellaneous files of earlier Madison 
papers, dating back to 1830 — in all seventy years of continuous 
Indiana history. 

There are many other valuable files of early newspapers in Indi- 
ana that are now housed in buildings that may be very easily de- 
stroyed. Many of these files are now poorly cared for and most 
of them are not accessible for historical purposes. The owners of 
such files do not wish to part with them, either by gift or sale, feel- 
ing that at some future time they might care to possess themu The 
plan here adopted of an indefinite deposit with the State Library, 
subject to the call of the owner, seems to solve the problem. It 
provides for the best care of the papers, it makes them readily 
available for historical purposes, gives them almost absolute protec- 
tion against fire and yet leaves them always within call of the 
owner. 

Next to the dangers of fire is that even more inexcusable and 
more lamentable danger of these volumes falling into the posses- 
sion of unappreciative heirs or being transferred as the inconsid- 
erable portion of a larger sale. In either case they go to the junk 
dealer, and ultimately to the paper mill. 

Not long ago the last member of one of our old Indiana families 
passed away. Her home was filled with valuable volumes and 
records relating to our history from territorial times. This ma- 
terial went at once to the paper mill, and the only tale we have of 
this collection is the statement of the manager of the mill in this : 
"I was sorry to grind it up, but that was all I could do with it." 

Only recently one of the oldest and best newspapers of the State 
sold its plant, including its files, to a new venture, and it is re- 
ported to us that these files were carted off to the paper mill imme- 
diately after the transfer, -thus ending one of the valuable chapters 
in our State history. 

Besides newspaper files, there are many historical records in 
the way of diaries, letters and manuscripts on various subjects, 
which should be deposited in the Library where they could be given 
fire protection and also be made available to students of history. 
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SHELVING. 

From the General Assembly of 1905 the Library requested in 
addition to its usual maintenance fund an appropriation of 
$10,000 for additional shelving. It was estimated that this 
amount would fill all the available space in the stack rooms and 
would provide for the increase in the size of the Library for from 
five to ten years, depending upon the book fund available for those 
years. 

This allowance was sanctioned by the investigating committee 
and recommendeci to appropriate committees of the Senate and 
House, but in the final draft of the appropriation bill the amount 
was cut to $7,500. With this amount at its disposal the Library 
Board advertised for bids and samples, and after careful consid- 
eration bolJi as to quantity and quality offered, the contract was 
let to the Art Metal Construction Company, of Jamestown, 'N. Y., 
expending the entire amount appropriated. 

The contract provided not only for new material, but a great 
deal of labor in adjusting, reinforcing and reconstructing the old 
shelving already in the Library. The old shelving that was in 
the Library was all to be assembled in one of the stack rooms as a 
two-story stack and the other stack room was to be supplied with 
new stacks so far as the money would sufiBce. It was found upon 
mechanical test, that the old stack was not sufficiently strong to sup- 
port a story above it, so it had first to be reinforced by adding steel 
posts at either end of each stack and a post in the center of each 
stack. 

The funds sufficed to place all the old stacks in the west room 
and to fill about two-thirds of the space of the east room with new 
bracket stacks of two-story construction, and to place a steel and 
glass mezzanine floor in the entire west room and about two-thirds 
of the east room. 

If the appropriation had been granted as requested the entire 
east room could have been shelved. With the appropriation we 
secured 4,337§ lineal feet of shelving, 2,639f square feet glass 
and steel floor, 124 roller shelves for newspapers and a flre-proof 
asbestos lined steel compartment large enough to contain many of 
our rare volumes of newspapers and other valuable materials. 

The Art Metal Construction Company fulfilled its contract in 
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every respect, and even more than filled it, by placing conduiting 
for electric wiring in the west room which was not provided for in 
the specifications. Their work was in every respect exceedingly 
satisfactory. 

STOKAGE ROOMS IN BASEMENT. 

Rooms 1 and 3 in the basement are not at all attractive in ap- 
pearance, but they are very essential parts of the Library. While 
not at all orderly in appearance, their contents are very thoroughly 
organized, and almost any item desired from these rooms can be 
had on call. 

Room 1 is purely a storage room and it contains more than a 
thousand complete volumes of inbound standard magazines ready 
for free distribution to the public libraries of the State. Beside 
these complete volumes in numbers this room contains in orderly 
arrangement nearly four thousand single numbers for the same 
purpose as the complete volumes. In this room also are the 
classified reports of the State offices and institutions for past years. 
These are preserved for exchange purpose^ with other libraries, it 
being our purpose to furnish our official reports to all libraries de- 
siring them. Here also are stored several thousand copies of the 
proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Science, held for future 
use in supplying the demands of new members and librarians and 
exchanges. These do not include the three hundred reserve, as re- 
quired by law for similar purposes. The three hundred reserve 
are in Room 3, at the east side of the building near the south end. 

A large number of probable duplicates of State and United 
States publications are in Room 1 awaiting final test to determine 
certainly whether or not they are duplicates. If they prove to be 
so they should be returned to their respective origins if desired 
there ; if not, then disposed of to the waste paper man. 

Room 3 is in part a storage room, but also and perhaps chiefly 
a packing, unpacking and shipping room. In this room are stored 
in definite chronological order all the Documentary Journals, 
House Journals and Senate Journals as far back as we possess 
them for the purpose of exchanging with othej;. libraries. In the 
last five years many hundreds of these have been picked up from 
court houses and junk dealers in all parts of the State and assem- 
bled here for future legitimate use. 
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In this room are stored the publications of the State as they 
come from the printer, and held until we are ready to make our an- 
nual distribution, which usually occurs early in November. Here 
we have our packing tables and from here we ship all State publi- 
cations, except Court Reports and Session Laws, to each library 
in Indiana and to each State Library in the United States, beside 
the libraries of several large cities and our most noted universities. 
In the last annual distribution, November, 1905, more than nine 
thousand volumes were distributed.- Beside the full distribution, 
smaller collections, including Senate, House and Documentary 
Journals, have gone to all high schools in towns where no public 
library is located, to all State institutions and to all State offices 
and to members of the Legislature, in all more than five hundred 

parcels of books. 

W. E. HENRY, 

Librarian. 
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ACCESSIONS. 

The total number of accessions for the two years ending October 
31, 1906, amounts to 5,194. This makes an increase of 1,255 
over the period of two years preceding, which is a fair growth, but 
not what the Indiana State Library should have. 

FEINTED CATALOGUE. 

The second supplement of the printed catalogue is now in the 
printer's hands and will soon be ready for distribution. This 
volume contains about ten thousand entries and covers the period 
from April 1, 1905, to October 1, 1905. 

LEGISLATIVE EEFEKENCE WORK. 

Mr. Clarence B. Lester's work has made progress. Some 
members of the Assembly have sent in requests for material on 
various subjects of proposed legislation. In addition to this, Mr. 
Lester has of his own motion collected material for use by the leg- 
islators. Laws of other States have been secured, and the success 
or failure of these laws learned from different officials. News- 
paper clippings have been made and magazine articles noted, and 
a card index made for them as well as for many subjects in books 
and documents. It is hoped that many of these books may be pur- 
chased and ready for use by members of the Legislature. Ma- 
terial for reference on the following subjects has been gathered and" 
classified: Primary Elections, Insurance, Railroad Legislation, 
Inheritance Tax, Child Labor, Drainage and Highways, Capital 
Punishment, Civil Service, Public Depositories, Election Laws, 
Lobbying, Municipal Legislation, Education, Labor Laws, Fi- 
nance, Corrupt Practices, Private Banking and Liquor Laws. 

The plan of the present Librarian is to continue this work as a 
permanent department of the Library if the fimds will permit. 

-27- 
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BOOKS FOR THE BLIND. 

It is gratifying to know that the circulation of these books con- 
tinues. The demand for them comes from all parts of the State, 
which shows the general interest and demand for them. More 
books should be added to this department. 

NEWSPAPER INDEX. 

The index of the newspapers covers only the Indianapolis papers 
and that, too, only since 1898. Newspapers are not history ex- 
actly, but they throw much light upon the customs of the time, and 
in future years are very valuable for the student of history. The 
index in the State Library should include more than the Indiana- 
polis papers. It should cover at least a dozen of the leading 
papers of the State. The Library would then be able to supply 
quite a demand already existing. 

REORGANIZATION. 

As provided for by the last General Assembly, a large amount 
of material lying useless on our shelves has now been organized and 
properly arranged. This material included old volumes, pam- 
phlets and reports of all sorts. The work includes also the analyz- 
ing of such valuable works as the Parliamentary Debates and Ses- 
sional Papers of Canada, all of which are useless without com- 
plete analyses and cross references. The legislative reference 
work is included in this reorganization, ias are also the books and 
pamphlets of the Indiana Academy of Science not yet catalogued. 
This reorganization is unfinished and will continue during 1906-7. 
The Legislative Reference work and the organization of Indiana 
Archives will, it is hoped, go on indefinitely. 

SCOPE AND NEEDS. 

Indiana is now far enough along in educational affairs to en- 
large the scope of the State Library. The State Library ought to 
be not a luxury, but an absolute necessity. The ideal is therefore 
to make a great reference library where State oflficials, legislators 
and private citizens may find the best material on any given sub- 
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ject. In Education, Sociology, Economics, Political Science, 
Legislation, History, Medical Science, General Literature and 
Periodicals the Indiana State Library should be at least equal to 
any other. In very early legislation, 1837, money was appropri- 
ated for books in "History and Science." Here was a great begin- 
ning. Indiana must keep up to that standard. Shall the Indiana 
State Library not be the home of scholars, the place where every 
citizen will turn when he has any matter of research in hand ? 

The Library should be a necessity to the various boards and 
State officials. The work of these boards, as for example, the 
Board of Health or the Forestry Board, reacts on the whole State 
and is for the service of tliQ whole State. Therefore the Library 
needs books of reference by which such boards may more efficiently 
do their work. The Librarian has asked them to supply lists of 
books which will be of service, and these he intends to purchase. 
Some such lists have already been handed in and more are looked 
for. The Library will be of incalculable benefit in this way. 

To show how deficient the Library is, many calls for books from 
different parts of the State have been made in the last few days 
which we were unable to fill. Books on music, theology, art, geol- 
ogy, botany, literature and history were called for and the Libra- 
rian was chagrined to be compelled to say that they could not be 
furnished. 

The scope of the Library must therefore be greatly enlarged. 
Now that the reorganization is approximately completed the funds 
can be used for this enlargement. The question is not one of be- 
coming equal to or superior to other States, but of satisfying the 
growing sentiment of Indiana for everything good. 

PORTRAITS OF THE GOVERNORS. 

In the Indiana State Library are hung the portraits of the Gov- 
ernors of the State. Two are missing, that of William Hendricks, 
1822-1825, and that of Winfield T. Durbin, 1901-1905. It is 
impossible to secure the portrait of William Hendricks, but en- 
tirely possible to obtain one of Winfield T. Durbin. The Libra- 
rian wishes to urge that this portrait be secured. 



